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Abstract:

The research aimed to verify the impact of using puppet theater
and external stimuli on developing visual attention in children with autism
spectrum disorder. The research sample consisted of (10) autistic children,
(8) males and (2) females, with ages ranging from (6-11) years. To verify
the research hypotheses, the researcher constructed two scales, one
school-based and the other home-based, to assess visual attention skills.
Each scale consisted of seven dimensions, which the researcher
formulated. The scales consisted of (25) statements, each followed by three
items, and each item followed by three choices: (often, sometimes, rarely).
Three marks were allocated for choosing (often), two marks for choosing
(sometimes), and one mark for choosing (rarely), after extracting the
indicators of validity and reliability. The researcher also used the glove
puppet theater. The research results indicated the effectiveness of puppet
theater in developing visual attention in children with autism. This was
obtained through the results of the Wilcoxon test for the significance of
differences between the scores of the children in the study group in visual
attention in the pre- and post-tests. There were differences at a
significance level of (0.05) in favor of the post-test.

Keywords:
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