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The American School for Learning to Play the Piano through the

Method of Educational Musician Karl Merz
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University
quitano_boys@hotmail.com

Abstract

The research aims to introduce the biography of the American composer
Carl Merz and his most important literary and musical compositions, especially
for the piano, and to shed light on the American school in teaching piano playing
through the method of the composer Carl Merz. The importance of the research
lies in enriching the methods of teaching piano playing in Egypt with the teaching
method of the American Carl Merz to bring Egyptian students to distinguished
levels of playing. The research questions were about: What are the artistic
characteristics of Carl Merz's method in teaching piano playing? Is it possible
that applying Carl Merz's method in teaching piano playing will lead to Egyptian
players gaining basic playing skills? The research followed the descriptive
approach of content analysis. The research sample consisted of the book
"Complete Lessons on the Rules of Playing the Piano", which contains Karl
Merz's method of teaching piano playing. The theoretical framework included
previous studies related to the research topic, the biography of the composer
Karl Merz, his style, and his most important literary and musical works,
especially for the piano. The applied framework also included presenting and
analyzing the content of the book ""Complete Lessons on the Rules of Playing the
Piano™ by Karl Merz, and revealing his method used in teaching piano playing,
which includes the method of presenting and sequencing lessons and the
exercises, pieces, and applied studies that follow. The results showed the artistic
characteristics of Karl Merz's method of teaching piano playing, the effectiveness
of the intellectual plan and the sequential educational approach in explaining the
lessons, exercises, and pieces used, and the instructions directed to both the
teacher and the student, and their suitability for application to Egyptian students
and providing them with playing skills gradually and in a logical sequence. The
research concluded with recommendations, a list of Arabic and foreign
references, and websites.
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Teaching method, technique, American fingering.
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sl sl ot iags o8 LS (Real) (o) colodia) Auphe el any (3 cilpal) (8 LS
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